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to hope that a general war will be hazarded for the object,
when the result must necessarily be so uncertain and may
only serve to retard, if not to defeat, the amelioration of
the condition of mankind, which is gradually, but I think
certainly, advancing. You, who are on the spot and who
have excellent opportunities of making up just opinions,
may have no apprehensions from France becoming a
republic in fact as well as in name, but my old prejudices,
as very likely they are prejudices, make me believe that
she never can be so with safety to herself or to her neigh-
bors. She seems to be even now, always debating on a
barrel of gunpowder and with so many anxiously hoping
for and promoting an explosion, I fear it cannot long be
delayed. By our latest accounts, I have little doubt that
Belgium, in some form or other, will become a French
province, which can hardly be submitted to by the rest of
Europe for any long period. At the same time I cannot
deny that it seems unreasonable that Belgium should not
be allowed to choose its own master.
I feel great anxiety about England—I do not see how
the Whig administration can long stand its ground. From
every principle, they must, and I am quite persuaded will,
with the greatest sincerity, make strong efforts for reform
and retrenchment—they will attempt so much as will
inevitably disgust and indispose their new tory allies,
while it will not satisfy the extravagant and perhaps
unreasonable expectations of the great body of the people.
They will have to encounter an opposition formed of all
the tories, joined by all the discontented parties who lose
their pensions or their places, in the progress of retrench-
ment, by all the friends of the East India Company, if
its charter is refused, by the adherents of the Bank of
England, if that charter is touched, and by the whole

